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 Creating a wiki on digital research tools (DiRT) 
 Helping to build digital collections 
 Surveying collaborative practices in DH 

 Blog series, Computing and Communicating 
Knowledge 

 Building community: DH Commons 
 Co-authoring articles and reports 
 Exploring collaboration in scholarly communication 

 Anvil,  blog  posts  on  “social scholarship” 
 Running a digital media lab 

http://dirt.projectbamboo.org/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/04/21/collaborative-authorship-in-the-humanities/
http://ccdigitalpress.org/ebooks-and-projects/cad
http://ccdigitalpress.org/ebooks-and-projects/cad
http://ccdigitalpress.org/ebooks-and-projects/cad
http://dhcommons.org/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/cv/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/cv/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/cv/
http://anvilacademic.org/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2008/03/04/social-scholarship-in-the-humanities/
http://dmc.rice.edu/


Discipline % Co-Authored Papers (ISI, 
2000) 

Science & Engineering 
 

~80% 

Social sciences 51% 
Humanities less than 10% 

Wuchty, Stefan, Benjamin F. Jones, and Brian Uzzi. ”The  Increasing Dominance of Teams 
in Production of Knowledge.”  (May  18,  2007) 

http://www.sciencemag.org/content/316/5827/1036.abstract
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/316/5827/1036.abstract
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/316/5827/1036.abstract


 Collaboration is more 
common in quantitative 
than interpretive fields. 

 Humanists work with 
existing data sources. 

 Myth of the lone genius. 
 Lack of recognition for 

collaboration in tenure & 
promotion. 
 

 
 

 

Rafael Estrella, Einstein en el Meatpacking District 

http://www.flickr.com/people/rafaelestrella/
http://www.flickr.com/people/rafaelestrella/


Hutcheon,  Linda.  “Presidential  Address  2000:  She  Do  the  President  in  Different  Voices.” 
‘ 

http://www.mla.org/pdf/2001_1_spring.pdf 



Category American 
Literary 

History (2004-
2008) 

Literary & 
Linguistic 

Computing 
(2004-2008) 

% collaboratively written 2% 48% 

% with contributors from 
2+ countries 

0% 16% 

http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/04/21/collaborative-authorship-in-
the-humanities/ 
 

http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/04/21/collaborative-authorship-in-the-humanities/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/04/21/collaborative-authorship-in-the-humanities/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/04/21/collaborative-authorship-in-the-humanities/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/04/21/collaborative-authorship-in-the-humanities/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/04/21/collaborative-authorship-in-the-humanities/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/04/21/collaborative-authorship-in-the-humanities/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/04/21/collaborative-authorship-in-the-humanities/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/04/21/collaborative-authorship-in-the-humanities/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/04/21/collaborative-authorship-in-the-humanities/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/04/21/collaborative-authorship-in-the-humanities/


Derek Bruff, Program Building @ THATCamp Vanderbilt 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/46259794@N02/8149086637/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/46259794@N02/8149086637/


Geoffrey  Rockwell,  “Growth  of ‘collaboration’  and ‘collaborations’  across the Humanist 
corpus”  [1987-2007]. Visualization from Voyant + Humanist 

http://voyant-tools.org/?corpus=humanist


 “DH is building, collaborating, learning, sharing.”  
(Elizabeth Cornell) 
 

 “a  collaborative  praxis”  (Katherine McSharry) 
 

 “Making  stuff,  and  using  it  to  collaborate  and  connect  
with the public.”  (Roger Whitson) 
 

 “a  community  interested  in  collaborative  projects  and  
sharing  knowledge  across  disciplines”    (Joan Shaffer) 
 

 “an ethos: collaboration, building knowledge, sharing 
projects, screwing around”  (Katherine D. Harris) 
 

http://dayofdh2012.artsrn.ualberta.ca/dh/
http://dayofdh2012.artsrn.ualberta.ca/dh/


“Digital  Humanities = Co-‐creation.  Because of the 
complexity of Big Humanities projects, teamwork, 

specialized roles within teams, and ‘production’  standards 
that imply specialization become defining features of the 

digital turn in the human sciences”   
(Digital Humanities Manifesto 2.0) 

http://www.humanitiesblast.com/manifesto/Manifesto_V2.pdf


  
Vicki's Pics, “My  Happy Furry Afternoons” 

“Arguing  against collaboration is a lot like arguing against 
kittens.  There’s  no  upside  to  it.”  (Ted Underwood) 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/vlashton/1700672642/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/vlashton/1700672642/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/vlashton/1700672642/
http://www.scottbot.net/HIAL/?p=25401


Ben  Schmidt,  “Going It Alone”  and  comments  on  Scott  
Weingart’s “In Defense of Collaboration”   

“it's  equally hard for me to imagine that the 
digital humanities will have actually 
succeeded until there's a lot of good work 
coming out that doesn't need the 
collaborative model”  (Ben  Schmidt) 

http://sappingattention.blogspot.com/2011/02/going-it-alone.html
http://www.scottbot.net/HIAL/?p=25401
http://www.scottbot.net/HIAL/?p=25401


• Why are the digital humanities identified with 
collaboration? 
 

• What forms does collaboration in DH take? 
 

• Why collaborate? What advantages does 
collaboration offer? 
 

• What are challenges to collaboration? 
 



 Requires a range of skills. 
 More productive than solo scholarship. 
 Demands multiple perspectives & 

methodologies.  
 Completing projects on time requires more 

contributors. 
 Dealing with volume of data. 
 Pleasures of collaboration. 

      --Siemens et al 
 

Also: 
 Enables scholars to ask new kinds of questions 

(Jockers) 
  DH embraces values of sharing. 

 
 

http://www.digitalstudies.org/ojs/index.php/digital_studies/article/view/185/251


 Collection & Resource 
Building 

 Interdisciplinary 
Research Methods 

 Participatory 
Humanities 

 Online Communities 
 Collaboratories 
 Data-Sharing 
 Collaborative Writing 

 

 Game Play 
 Publishing 
 Social Learning 
 User-Contributed 

Content 
 Crowdsourcing 
 Collaborative Editing 
 Social Annotation & 

Bookmarking 
 

http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/06/01/examples-of-collaborative-digital-
humanities-projects/ 
 

http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/06/01/examples-of-collaborative-digital-humanities-projects/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/06/01/examples-of-collaborative-digital-humanities-projects/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/06/01/examples-of-collaborative-digital-humanities-projects/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/06/01/examples-of-collaborative-digital-humanities-projects/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/06/01/examples-of-collaborative-digital-humanities-projects/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/06/01/examples-of-collaborative-digital-humanities-projects/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/06/01/examples-of-collaborative-digital-humanities-projects/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/06/01/examples-of-collaborative-digital-humanities-projects/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/06/01/examples-of-collaborative-digital-humanities-projects/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/06/01/examples-of-collaborative-digital-humanities-projects/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/06/01/examples-of-collaborative-digital-humanities-projects/
http://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/2009/06/01/examples-of-collaborative-digital-humanities-projects/


Computation 

Method Discipline 

Contribution 

Contribution 

Contribution 

Tightly Coupled: 
- Devising Computational 
Methods 
- Developing standards 

Loosely Coupled: 
- Applying standards 
- Participatory projects 



History Harvest 

http://chronicle.com/blogs/wiredcampus/history-harvest-project-may-spawn-a-new-kind-of-mooc/41329


http://www.blakearchive.org/blake/credits.html 
 

http://www.blakearchive.org/blake/credits.html
http://www.blakearchive.org/blake/credits.html


1. Scholarly knowledge 
2. Knowledge of 

editing/ textual 
studies 

3. Knowledge of 
markup standards 

4. Programming skills 
5. Digitization skills 
6. Metadata skills 

 

7. Design skills 
8. Project management 

skills 
9. Marketing & 

community building 
skill 

10. Collaborative skills 
11. Sys admin skills 



http://www.arts.ualberta.ca/orlando/?page_id=10
http://www.arts.ualberta.ca/orlando/?page_id=10




“[t]he number of scholars involved, the breadth 
of the goal, and the multiple perspectives 
necessary to illuminate the writing of women 
across such a broad span of time--all suggest 
the crucial role collaboration plays in bringing 
this  project  to  fruition”   

 Lunsford & Ede, 2001 
 



 Tightly coupled (planning group): 
  Devising approaches and standards 

 Loosely coupled (project assistants):  
 Authoring & editing entries 
 Tagging documents 

 Participatory (readers): 
 Exploring connections among authors 
 Viewing scholarly processes 

 
 



http://www.homermultitext.org/ 
 

"We have developed 
working relationships 
with these students, 
looking at them as 
collaborators”  (faculty  
member) 

“I  find it fantastic that our research is 
contributing to this huge collection 
of data, and that it will be part of a 
foundation for new, innovative 
research on Homer”  (student) 

http://www.homermultitext.org/
http://www.homermultitext.org/


Elijah Meeks,  “Digital  Humanities  at  Stanford” 

https://dhs.stanford.edu/digital-humanities-at-stanford/
https://dhs.stanford.edu/digital-humanities-at-stanford/




 Bibliography Mixes 
Computer Science & 
Criticism: 
 Truth and Method 
 Machine Learning  
 

 Work Employs 
Algorithms 

 
 

“The  literary historian and 
the computer scientist come 
together to develop methods 
for automating the very 
drudgery that characterizes 
lexicography itself.  
The humanist must put aside 
his fears of machines run 
amok, even as he remembers 
that  Victor  Frankenstein’s  
creature was also weaned on 
Milton.” 

 





 Learning about the practices of another 
discipline 
 

 Explaining the assumptions and approaches 
of your own discipline 
 

 Innovating  through  “collaboration  by  
difference”  (Davidson) 



G A R N E T, “Join  in” 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/youraccount/5190940386/


http://hypercities.com/ 
 

http://hypercities.com/


http://www.transcribe-bentham.da.ulcc.ac.uk/td/JB/072/067/001 
 

http://www.transcribe-bentham.da.ulcc.ac.uk/td/JB/072/067/001
http://www.transcribe-bentham.da.ulcc.ac.uk/td/JB/072/067/001
http://www.transcribe-bentham.da.ulcc.ac.uk/td/JB/072/067/001
http://www.transcribe-bentham.da.ulcc.ac.uk/td/JB/072/067/001


 Participatory knowledge 
 Tibetan & Himalayan Library 

 Crowdsourcing, e.g.  
 Papers of the War Department 

 Participatory networks, e.g. 
 HASTAC 

 Open review, e.g. 
 Media Commons 

http://www.thlib.org/
http://wardepartmentpapers.org/transcribe.php
http://wardepartmentpapers.org/transcribe.php
http://wardepartmentpapers.org/transcribe.php
HASTAC
http://mediacommons.futureofthebook.org/


Rafting on Lim 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/sandraskovic/2431807594/


 Securing access to tools, infrastructure & 
funding 

 Finding needed skillsets 
 Managing collaborations 
 Communicating clearly 
 Handling personality disputes 
 Finding time to work together 

 
 

See Melissa Terras,  “Becoming  the  Other” 
 
 
 

 



http://digitalhumanities.org/centernet/
http://digitalhumanities.org/centernet/


http://tdh.brynmawr.edu/
http://tdh.brynmawr.edu/
http://tdh.brynmawr.edu/
http://tdh.brynmawr.edu/


http://inke.ca/
http://inke.ca/


 Giving up control & risking your own 
perspective being diminished 
 

 Finding publication venues  
 

 Getting credit for collaborative work 
 

 



 Develop and adopt standards for evaluating 
digital scholarship 
 

 Be conscious of publication norms of each 
discipline 
 

 Recognize each contribution 



 

http://www.mla.org/resources/documents/rep_it/web_guidelines
http://www.mla.org/resources/documents/rep_it/web_guidelines
http://www.mla.org/resources/documents/rep_it/web_guidelines
http://www.mla.org/resources/documents/rep_it/web_guidelines
http://www.mla.org/resources/documents/rep_it/web_guidelines
http://www.mla.org/resources/documents/rep_it/web_guidelines


http://neatline.org/about/credits-and-history/
http://neatline.org/about/credits-and-history/


Challenge Approach 

Getting people to 
participate 
 

Actively solicit involvement 
Make it easy to participate 

Rewarding participation 
 

Offer recognition, 
intellectual growth etc. 

Validating knowledge 
 

Make clear how work is 
being certified 
Peer review 



Collaboration  with  a  statistician  has  been  “one 
of the most enriching moments of my 
academic  career.  It‘s  incredibly  fun  to  sit  down  
with someone who sees the world completely 
differently.”   

--Matt Jockers 
 



Email: lisamspiro@gmail.com 
 
Twitter: @lisaspiro 
 
Blog: https://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/ 
 
Bookmarks: 
https://www.diigo.com/user/lspiro/collaboration 
 
Zotero group: 
http://www.zotero.org/groups/collaborative_scholarship
_in_the_digital_humanities 
 

https://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/
https://digitalscholarship.wordpress.com/
https://www.diigo.com/user/lspiro/collaboration
https://www.diigo.com/user/lspiro/collaboration
http://www.zotero.org/groups/collaborative_scholarship_in_the_digital_humanities
http://www.zotero.org/groups/collaborative_scholarship_in_the_digital_humanities
http://www.zotero.org/groups/collaborative_scholarship_in_the_digital_humanities

